Series: The Family Under Fire
The first family can give us insight into what God wants our homes to be.

Adam and Eve truly had a marriage made in heaven.

Eve never ran home to her mother.

Adam never reminded Eve that she didn’t make biscuits like his mama.

Eve never told Adam about the other men she could have married.

Adam never ran around on her with the other women in the garden.

Sermon #2: The Fruit of Marriage
Genesis 2:18-25
Just like a healthy fruit tree, a healthy marriage will bear forth fruit.  In this message we see there are so Godly fruits of a happy, healthy marriage.
1. Companionship
(verse 18 - It is not good for man to be alone…)

God wants your spouse to be your best friend.


If they aren’t, then your marriage is not healthy.
2. Cooperation (verse 18 - I will make a helper…)

Joke: There are only 2 causes of unhappy marriages…men and women.

The word “helper” is a noun, not a verb.  This is not just a worker.


Help with chores, bills, child-rearing


Joke:  Wife said, “They named a street after you…one way!”
3. Completion (verse 18 - suitable for him…)

Men and women are different.


You will never make her like you and if you could you wouldn’t like her.


If you leave her you are going to get another one just like her!

The most beautiful music is not unison but harmony.


God’s work in creating man was not imperfect, just incomplete!

Some have the gift of singleness but for most of us, we will never be all 
that God wants us to be apart from our loving spouse.


A. We are different physically.


Women have less blood.  That’s why they get cold more easily.


Men are wired more on the right side of the brain and women are 



wired on the left side and right side of the brain.


The left side relates to conversation and the right side to manual 


dexterity.  So little boys are more physically aggressive by nature.



Give a little girl a doll and she will name it, bathe it, and caress it.



Give that doll to a little boy and he will use it like a hammer.


B. We are different psychologically.


Logic versus emotion.


Women have to know answers.  They are suspicious by nature.



When men say they are thinking about “nothing” they mean it!


Men can forget dates.  It’s not because we don’t care.


Best way to remember your anniversary is to forget it once.


Men and women shop differently.


C. We are different emotionally.


Don’t try to make a cry-baby out of him and don’t expect her to 



toughen up.



Don’t talk to her like she’s one of the guys.  She’s not!



I Peter 3:7 – “Husbands, live with your wives in an understanding 


way as with someone weaker, since she is a woman.”


She doesn’t have rhinoceros skin.

D. We are different sexually.



Visual versus relational.


Physical versus emotional.

E. We are different conversationally.



25,000 words per day versus 20,000 words per day.



Women like details in stories.



Women like to lay in the bed and talk.



One man said: I don’t mind listening to my wife…just not ALL THE 


TIME!

F. We are different relationally.



Ex: 2 male friends can spend the day together on the golf course 


and do very little talking.

POINT: Men and women are different.  It takes both to balance a home 
and a relationship.  It is not compassionate to deny this balance to 
children.
4. Commitment (verse 24)

There are 2 principles here…leave and cleave.

A. Leave


Quit depending on your parents.  Be responsible for yourself.



Cut mama’s apron strings and daddy’s purse strings.


B. Cleave


The husband-wife commitment is designed to be the strongest of 


all.  Stronger than parent-child, or brother-sister, etc.



Woe to the parents who try to come between their child and their 


child’s spouse.



The worst outlaws are in-laws who interfere with their children’s 


marriages.


If you are married, you are no longer primarily a son or daughter, 


but a husband or a wife.  That relationship deserves your 



preeminent loyalty.



Unmarried couples living together has quadrupled since 1970, 


climbing to nearly 2.6 million couples.  4.9% of all couples living 


together in this country are not married.
                     60% of married men and 40% of married women have affairs.



In marriage, two is a company and three’s a crowd.



Nothing can hold a marriage together like sexual fidelity.



Nothing can tear it apart like sexual infidelity.



Illustration: Roger Staubach was being interviewed by Ladies’ 


Home Journal magazine.  The reporter asked if it bothered him that 

his arch-rival, Joe Namath, was very sexually active.  The 



conservative Staubach replied, “Why, I am every bit as sexually 


active as Joe Namath…but mine is all with the SAME WOMAN.”


It doesn’t take a man to be with a different woman each weekend.  


It takes a man to stay with the same one for 50 years!
5. Consecration

God designed marriage as a place for the holy expression of intimacy.

Hebrews 13:4 – “Marriage is to be held in honor among all and the 
marriage bed is undefiled, for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”

I Corinthians 7:2 records, “But because of immoralities, each man is to 
have his own wife, and each woman is to have her own husband.”

6. Children (verses 24-25 and 1:28)

Most marriages are blessed with children.  Some are not.

These are all fruits of a healthy marriage.

Does your marriage produce these fruits?

Does the tree of your marriage need a little pruning?

Does the garden of your marriage need a little tending?
When our marriages are planted in the garden of God and are tended to by a faithful husband and a loving wife, then we can and will see these and other Divine blessings, the Fruits of Marriage.
