Series: The Family Under Fire

Sermon #4 - The Failure of Marriage

Matthew 19:3-15
Today we are discussing the sensitive and often-misunderstood subject of divorce and remarriage.  There are few topics that breed more confusion and deep emotion than the subject we will address this morning.
God HATES divorce.

He hates the process of divorce. (lawyers, court, moving out, etc.)

He hates the products of divorce. (broken hearts, broken homes, single moms w/ no $)
He hates the picture of divorce. (Eph. 5 teaches marriage is a picture of the church).
He hates the pain of divorce. (children without both parents, sleepless nights, etc.)
But God still loves the people of divorce.
3 goals for this message:
1. A Biblical word for those who are currently married and contemplating divorce.

2. A Biblical word to those who have sinned in the past and never repented.

3. A Biblical word for those who are innocent victims of divorce.
1. The Sovereign Pattern (3-6)

There were 2 rival schools within Phariseeism.  Hillel and Shammai.


One taught that divorce could occur for any reason.


The other taught that divorce was limited to sexual sin.


NOTE: The Pharisees asked Jesus a “divorce” question.  He gave them a 
“marriage” answer.  You cannot understand the seriousness of divorce unless 
you understand the sacredness of marriage.


A. The Participants in Marriage (3-4)



Jesus affirmed that the Sovereign Pattern was a man and a woman.  


Some say that Jesus would not oppose homosexual marriage.  I am not 


sure which “Jesus” they are talking about but it’s not the Jesus of the 


Bible.

B. The Priority of Marriage (5a)

C. The Passion in Marriage (5b)

D. The Performer of Marriage (6a)



Some people ask me if I will “marry them.”  I know what they are asking 


but the truth is, I cannot perform a marriage, only God can ultimately join 


a couple together.


Covenant vs. contract (This is very important to understanding divorce.)


Marriage is not a contract between two people.  It is a covenant between 



a man, a woman, and God.

E. The Permanence of Marriage (6b)


God designed marriage to be permanent.



Many who are divorced expected marriage to permanent as well.


In the garden of Eden, BEFORE SIN, there was no divorce.


So why is there divorce?  That leads to point #2.
2. The Sin Problem (7-8)

Great ignorance abounds on both extremes within the body of Christ.
Legalists erroneously teach that divorce is nearly the unpardonable sin.


Liberals imply that divorce and remarriage is no big deal at all.


Deuteronomy 24:1 – “When a man hath taken a wife and married her and it come 


to pass that she find no favor in his eyes because he hath found some 
uncleanness in her, then let him write her a bill of divorcement and give it in her 
hand and send her out of his house.”

The man could not just throw out his wife.  It had to be done legally and properly 
in order to protect the woman.  The law went on to state that the woman, properly 
divorced, was free to remarry.


If God did not intend divorce, why does His Word allow it?  Because of sin.


Jesus in verse 8 calls it “hardness of heart.”

3. The Savior’s Permission (9)

The genders work both ways.  This does not exclude a woman divorcing her 


husband.


A. The sexual sin (9a)


This word includes many types of sexual sin.



Porneia – encompasses a broad range of sexual sin.


Strong’s Concordance says the word porneia means “unlawful sex, 



incest, debauchery, immorality…”



It includes unrepentant infidelity, molestation, incest, rape, homosexuality, 


etc.

B. The subsequent spouse (9b)


If the divorced spouse did not have grounds for divorce, then you commit 



adultery by marrying them.



This is NOT describing the remarriage of the innocent party.



Some teach that a Biblically divorced a remarried person has 2 husbands, 

or 2 wives.  This is contrary to Scripture.  If God has freed you from your 


adulterous spouse, then by whom and to whom are you bound?


John 4:17-18 – “The woman answered and said, ‘I have no husband.’  



Jesus said to her, ‘You have correctly said, ‘I have no husband’ for you 



have had five husbands and the one whom you now have is not your 



husband.  This you have said truly.”


Though this is not a “divorce” passage, Christ clearly states that this 



adulterous woman does not have 5 husbands.  She currently has no 


husbands.


There is no such sin as perpetual adultery.



If you have committed adultery by an unbiblical divorce and remarriage, 



the solution is in I Corinthians 6:9-11 and in I John 1:9.
4. The Somber Perspective (10-12)

The disciples could think of a host of circumstances that could make marriage 

unbearable.  They thought, “It’s better to be single.”

Mark 10 records this same story – the disciples and Jesus had gone into the 


house and a question of singleness versus marriage began.

Verses 11 and 12 are referring to singleness.


According to John MacArthur’s commentary on this passage:

Born eunuchs – people with a physical problem that prohibits sexual activity


Eunuchs made eunuchs by men – they had been castrated as part of pagan 


ritual


Eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven – people given the gift of 


singleness


Though the disciples misunderstood initial application, their response indicates 
that they fully understood what Jesus was saying, that God designed marriage to 
be one man and one woman FOR LIFE.
5. The Special People (13-15)

These verses are usually treated as a separate passage.  But I believe the Holy 

Spirit led Matthew to include this story at this point to remind us of Jesus’ love for 
children.


Divorce is always hardest on the children.


Children of divorced parents perform more poorly in reading, spelling, and math. 
They also are more likely to repeat a grade and to have higher drop-out rates 
and lower rates of graduation. 

Families with children that were not poor before the divorce see their income 
drop as much as 50 percent. Almost 50 percent of the parents with children that 
are going through a divorce move into poverty after the divorce. 

Religious worship, which has been linked to better health, longer marriages, and 
better family life, drops after the parents divorce. 

1993 study from Wisconsin revealed that children from divorced homes were 


12.4 times more likely to be incarcerated as juvenile offenders.

Dr. Robert Sampson (professor of sociology at the University of Chicago) 
conducted a study through which he can predict the rate of armed robbery in 
metropolitan cities based on the divorce rate.

According to a 1994 study from Great Britain girls are 40 times more likely to be 


sexually abused by their stepfather than by their biological father.

If there is any way possible for your marriage to be reconciled, the best thing for 
your children is to be raised in a home with their father and their mother. (not in 
an abusive situation).

Some say “I don’t have feelings of love anymore…I would only be staying 
married because of the children!”  Since when is that a bad thing?
If you have failed in these areas you may repent and find forgiveness…

If you have been sinned against you can find peace and freedom from bitterness…

If your marriage is in trouble you can strength to reconcile through the Holy Spirit…
May God in His infinite grace and mercy strengthen our homes and help us to avoid the failure of our marriages.
