Series: The Family Under Fire
Sermon #3: The Foes of Marriage
Genesis 2:18-25
Marriage is indeed under attack.  One of the best ways to defend our families and our marriages is to identify the enemy.

1. Unbiblical Partner (verse 18 and 21-22)

This is to the single person.  Don’t kill your marriage before it begins.


A. Sexual Criteria



1. A Biblical partner is of the opposite sex. (more in part 5, 2 weeks)


2. Are they sexually pure?  (not perfect)




If they run around with you, they will run around on you.




If they run around while dating, they will run around married!

B. Scriptural Criteria



1. Are they a believer?



II Corinthians 6:14-15 – “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers, 




for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 




fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what does Christ have in 




common with Baal or what has a believer in common with an 



unbeliever?”



Most of us would not violate the first part of this message and “marry” 


a homosexual partner.  But it is also a sin to marry an unbeliever.


2. Are they Scripturally free to marry? (more in part 4)

C. Spiritual Criteria


Is this God’s will?



Should you remain single?


It would be better to be single than to be married outside of God’s will.

D. Simple Criteria


Do they have a job?  Are they close to your age?  Do they do drugs? Etc.
2. Unrealistic Picture (verse 22)

If you go into marriage with an unrealistic picture, you will be soon disappointed.  It 
is not one big 24-7 romp around the bedroom.

Joke:  A man fell in love with an opera singer.  He fell in love with her voice without 


really getting to know her.  All he knew was that she had a beautiful singing voice.  
After courting her and a whirl-wind marriage, they began their honeymoon.  At the 
hotel, she disappeared into the bathroom where she removed her false eyelashes, 
her wig, her false teeth, her makeup, and her prosthetic leg.  She reappeared at the 
bathroom door and asked, “What do you think?”  He replied, “Sing baby, sing!”

Though this joke is humorous, every marriage will have surprises.

At first, all Adam saw was the good.  After sin enters the world, 14 verses later 
”bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh” turned into, “This woman you gave me…”

Joke: Dad, is it true that in some countries men don’t know their wives 


until after they are married?  Son, that’s true in EVERY country.

If love is blind & marriage an institution, then marriage is an institution for the blind.

Marriage is commitment.  But it’s also dirty laundry.


Marriage is having a home of your own…it’s also mowing the grass.


Marriage can bring the pitter-patter of little feet…and dirty diapers.

Marriage is making your own decisions…and paying your own bills.


Marriage is waking up together every morning…and bad breath.


Joke: One man’s morning breath was so bad that his alarm clock didn’t say “tick-
toc” but “tic-tac.”
3. Unimportant Priorities (verse 24 - and cleave to his wife…)

We do what we want to do.

Don’t prioritize your schedule.  Schedule your priorities.


Have a set date night or family night.  Don’t miss important events (ball games, etc)


You can lose your family without getting a divorce.

4. Ungodly Pride (They shall become one flesh…it’s not about ME, it’s about us)

Pride keeps us from admitting we are wrong.


Some couples say they will do anything to restore their marriage.


Anything, that is, except say “I’m sorry.”


Anything, that is, except say, “I forgive you.”


No one is too BIG to say I’m sorry.  Sometimes we’re too SMALL to say it.
5. Unholy Pornography (verses 24-25)

Psalm 101:3 – “I will set no unclean thing before my eyes…”


AFA


“Sex” is the #1 searched-for word on the web.


60% of all web sites are pornography.

9 out of 10 8-16 year olds have viewed porn on the web (some innocently…)


MSNBC/Stanford/Washington Times

25 million Americans visit porn sites 1-10 hours per week.


Another 4.7 spend 11 hours or more per week viewing internet porn.


Clear-Traffic.com


Internet pornography was determined (via survey) to be the #1 cause of divorce.


Pornography sets a standard that your wife cannot keep.


Pornography makes you think the grass is always greener.


Newsflash – your next wife will be just like your first one.

6. Unfaithful Promiscuity

Adultery – If you are having sex (of any type) with anyone other than your 


spouse then it is a sin in the sight of God.

One of the fastest ways to insure a divorce is to live together before marriage.


Don’t engage in sensual conversation with a person of the opposite sex.

The best glue to hold together a struggling marriage is sexual fidelity.


The crowbar that will pry apart even the closest couple is sexual infidelity.
